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 STATE OF TENNESSEE 
Justin P. Wilson C O M P T R O L L E R  O F  T H E  T R E A S U R Y 
    Comptroller STATE CAPITOL 

 NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE  37243-9034 

 PHONE (615) 741-2501 

 

March 16, 2015 
 
 
 

Director of Schools and Members  
      of the Board of Education 
Wilson County School System 
351 Stumpy Lane 
Lebanon, TN  37090 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
 The Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury conducted a special investigation of 
selected records of the Elzie D. Patton Elementary School, Wilson County School System, and 
the results are presented herein. 
 
 Copies of this report are being forwarded to Governor Bill Haslam, the State Attorney 
General, the District Attorney General, certain state legislators, and various other interested 
parties. A copy is available for public inspection in our office and may be viewed at 
http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/ia/. 
 
      Sincerely, 

       
      Justin P. Wilson 
      Comptroller of the Treasury 
 
JPW/RAD 
  

http://www.comptroller.tn.gove/ia/
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 
 

ELZIE D. PATTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

 

 
The Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury investigated allegations of malfeasance related to 
Elzie D. Patton Elementary School (the “school”), Wilson County School System. 
  

INVESTIGATIVE RESULTS 
 
 

• Former bookkeeper Shannon Williams misappropriated $8,646 
 

The investigation revealed that during the period September 2011 through November 2013, 
former bookkeeper Shannon Williams misappropriated school funds totaling at least $8,646 
by making unauthorized personal purchases using the school’s Amazon.com corporate line of 
credit. Ms. Williams prepared, signed, and issued school checks to Amazon to pay related 
charges for at least 184 items for her personal benefit, including a $2,099 vacuum cleaner, 
toys, clothing, and various art supplies. She concealed some of these purchases by adding the 
personal items to legitimate purchase requests, making it appear that they were ordered by 
other school staff for official purposes. 
 

Ms. Williams admitted to investigators she made personal purchases using the school’s 
Amazon.com account. Ms. Williams asserted she reimbursed the school approximately $250 
of the questioned amount. Investigators were unable to verify her assertion. 
 
 

This matter was referred to the local district attorney general. On March 10, 2015, the Wilson 
County Grand Jury indicted Shannon Williams on one count of Theft over $1,000 and one 
count of Official Misconduct. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL ISSUES 
 
 
Our investigation revealed that school officials failed to separate and failed to provide adequate 
oversight of financial duties. Instead, they allowed the former bookkeeper access and control 
over all aspects of financial transactions. As a result, Ms. Williams was able to prepare purchase 



                                                                    Elzie D. Patton Elementary School – Wilson County School System 

2 
 

requisitions and purchase orders, place orders, receive orders, post the related transactions to 
internal school accounts, write checks, sign checks, and reconcile bank statements with little or 
no oversight.  
 
Officials with Elzie D. Patton Elementary School and with the Wilson County School System 
have indicated that they have corrected or that they intend to correct these issues.
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