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Comptroller Releases Updated Report on Methamphetamine Production in Tennessee 
 
The illicit production of methamphetamine remains a serious public health, safety and fiscal issue in Tennessee, 
yet two of the most popular methods aimed at curbing meth production have shown inconclusive results. These 
are among the key findings of an updated study of meth production released today by the Comptroller’s Offices 
of Research and Education Accountability (OREA). 
 
The study updates a report issued by OREA last year. (Click here for 2013 Comptroller Report.) 
 
Meth is a highly addictive recreational drug that can be illegally produced from household ingredients and 
certain types of cold and allergy medicines – primarily pseudoephedrine. Federal and state laws limit the 
amount of these medications, referred to as “precursors,” that individuals can purchase.  
 
One method for limiting meth production is electronic tracking of purchases of cold medicines commonly used 
to produce meth. Tennessee and 28 other states have adopted the National Precursor Log Exchange (NPLEx), a 
real-time electronic tracking system. However, the study shows that the number of meth lab incidents reported 
by law enforcement has not decreased substantially since Tennessee began using NPLEx in 2012.   
 
In two states, Mississippi and Oregon, individuals must have a prescription to purchase precursors. The number 
of reported meth lab incidents declined in these two states following passage of a prescription-only law, but 
some other nearby states without such laws have followed similar trends.    
 
OREA is an agency within the Comptroller’s Office that is charged with providing accurate and objective 
policy research and analysis for the Tennessee General Assembly and the public. 
 
To view the report online, go to: http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/OREA/  
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