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	 September 1st brought significant change 
to local governments in Tennessee.  Nearly half 

of Tennessee’s counties welcomed a new County Mayor.  In 
addition, new commissioners, highway officials, schools 
board members, and other county and municipal officials are 
beginning their terms and learning the responsibilities that 
come with public service.  For these new officials, the first few 
months in office will involve a tremendous amount of learning.  
They will encounter new responsibilities, new processes, new 
people, and, in many cases, an introduction to government 
finance.  This is your time to step up and put your certification 
to work.

	 At the Comptroller’s office, our mission statement is 
“Make Government Work Better.”  While this is the official 
mission statement of the Comptroller’s office, it is really a 
motto that should be embraced by all of us with a chosen 
career in public service.  Right now, one of the best ways you 
can make government work better is by helping your newly 
elected officials succeed.

•	 Introduce yourself to new officials, explain your  role, and let 
them know about your certified finance officer certification.  
Make sure they understand that you are a resource for them 
as they navigate the financial responsibilities that come with 
their new position.

Put Your Certification 
to Work

Katie Armstrong,
Division of  Local Government Audit 
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•	 Educate them on government finances. Concepts and processes that have become routine 
to you may be completely unfamiliar to a newly elected official.  Take the initiative to teach 
them.  Walk them through your budget, explain where the money comes from and where 
it goes. Help them understand the different funds and their purposes.  Talk about fund 
balance, purchasing, debt, and internal controls.  Don’t assume they already know these 
things and don’t wait for them to ask.

•	 Be a help, not a hinderance.  New officials will bring new ideas and priorities. Sometimes those 
ideas will fit easily within existing processes and sometimes they won't.  When challenges 
arise, resist becoming the person who simply says, “No, we can't do that.”  Instead, explain 
why a requirement exists and help identify lawful, accountable, and fiscally responsible 
options for accomplishing the official's objective. There is an important difference between 
saying, “You can't do that,” and saying, “Here are the requirements we have to follow, so let's 
talk about how we can accomplish what you're trying to do.”  That approach makes you a 
partner rather than an obstacle.

	 As newly elected officials across the state get to work, you have an opportunity to put 
your certification to work.  With every budget explained, every audit finding prevented, every 
internal control implemented, you are taking the knowledge learned in the classroom and using 
it to improve your local government.  You worked hard to earn your certification.  Now put it 
to work and help make government work better.

Friday, October 23, 2026
11:30a.m. - 1:00p.m. Central

Topic: Education Finance: What's Happening
with our Schools?

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!
OPEN TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
COUNTIES, CITIES, UTILITY DISTRICTS & AUTHORITIES

A state & local government partnership program

SUCCESSFUL CONNECTIONSSUCCESSFUL CONNECTIONSSUCCESSFUL CONNECTIONS
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https://comptrollertn.formstack.com/forms/successful_connections_registration_oct2026


Certified County Finance Officers &
Certified Municipal Finance Officers

THE NEWEST COHORT OF

WERE RECENTLY CELEBRATED FOR 
THEIR ACHIEVEMENT ON

AUGUST 13, 2026

Congratulations 
Graduates
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Please take a moment to recognize the graduates listed 
on the following pages.
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Congratulations 
Graduates

David Abdou
Latoya M. Albright

Brandon Alley
Gabrielle Alvarado

Julie Anglea
Tiana Austin

Cheri Backhurst
Timothy Bailey
Jason Ballinger

Amy Ballon
Tracey L. Barnett

Sarah Beets Barnette
Amelia Baxter

Misty Bell
Kelly Bellamy

Danielle Berger
Madelynn Bilyeu

Taffe Bishop
Elizabeth Black
Geraldine Black
Tammy Blakely
Connie Blevins
Vernetia J. Boyd
Stacy Bradford
Lisa Brandon

Ana M. Brantley
Shelly Bridges

Amy Elizabeth Brown
Brian Brown

Chenoa S. Brown
Christiane Brown
Danielle Brown
Maria L. Brown
Chelci T. Bryson
Izabela Budzynski

Shawn Bunch
Antonia L. Buntin-Whitfield

Lori Elder Burnett
Tammy Lynn Burnett

Anthony Burrows
Mary L. Cameron
Catie Cantrell

Chandler Carey
Jerald W. Carpenter

Michelle L. Carr
Ashley Carter
Lori Casaday

Lindsay Cepero
Tesha D. Chambers
Abby Lynn Chapman

Deborah Chism
Hannah Clifton
Nathan Clouse

Amy Coffey
Elizabeth E. Collins

Brian Scott Connatser
Constance Cook
Lauren Cooper

Kathryn Correa
Brandi Cothron

Holly Cox
Larry Cox

Bradley Crafton
Kerry Crandall

Dave Craven 
Nicole Crawley

Jonathan Craycraft
Camile Crutcher

Tabitha Foster Cruz
Crystal Cummings

Devon Curtis
Kristian Dailey

Christy Y. Dasher
Jessica Davis
Karen Davis
Shelby Davis

Kolo Lynn Davis III
Jason Deal 

Stephanie Dean
Carmendie DiFranco

Stephanie Donithan-Marrow
Cora Douglas

Jane Dozier
Stephanie Dyer

Ashley M. Eatherly
Rolanda B. Eatmon

Therese Sherlaine Emmons
Misty Falls

Donika L. Farmer
Emily Farrow
Leslie Fields

James Brandon Fillers
Crystal Elizabeth Flatford

Rebekah Flowers
Frances M. Fontenot
Marilyn Cuff Fowler

Chris Franklin
Amanda Renee Frazier

Catherine French
Mary Beth Freshour

Starla Friedmann
Jeremy R. Frye 

Justin M. Garcia
Abigail Garl

Shannon Gartung
Melony Gee

Annabella A. Gelmetti
Janice Gentry

Annette M. Gerretse
Gina M. Gibbs
Andrew Giles

Megan Gilliam
Charles Glassford

Shelby Annette Glover
Marian Nicole Goins

Jessica Gonzalez
Mariel López-González
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Zachary Goodman
Khadesha Gordon

Allison Goutzoulis
Kimery Grant

Lisa Gray
Kriston Greene

Latisha Delaine Greenwood
Roxanne O’Hair

Stephanie Halford
Cynthia Porter-Hamilton

Em’Maja Hancock
Valerie Lynn Harbin

Daniel Harden
Katherine Harelson

Jean K. Harris
Helana Hendrix
Valerie Hickman
Candy R. Higgs

Erica L. Hogeland
Victoria Holmes
Lindsay Horner
Amy B. Horton

Melissa G. Howard
Charity Howell

Jamie Hunter
Tyler Hurst

Misty M. Hylton
Jennie H. Irwin
Kaitlin Jeter
Candy R. Jett

Brandon Jewell
Oneika Montez Johnson

Stacy L. Johnson
Tiffany Johnson

Renee Jolly
Jasmine Michelle Joyner-

Marshall
Steven F. Kaifas

Abdun-noor Karim II

Samuel Keen
Michaelena Kelley

Nathaniel Alexander Kelley
Donna Kelly

Lance Key
Rickey Kimble

Jeannine L. Knowlan
Kristin C. Kumrow
Della E. L. Jones

Kimberly D. Lacombe 
Jared Ladd

Brandy Lambert Lane
Katelyn Lane

Christine A. Lawson
Emma Lawson 
Alicia Layne
Jesse LeJeune

Victoria Faith Leurs
Harrison Lewis
Stacey J. Lewis

Terry Lewis
Amy Long

Jordae Lopez
Yue Lovejoy

Cody F. Lovett
Alexandra Lucas
Tracy Majewski
Keyuna Manns

Timothy Alan Marcum, Jr.
Alyssa Maroon 
Joseph Marsh

Kevin B. Marsh
Adam Martin
Bailey Martin

Keri Lynn Massengale
Kristin Mathes
Amber Mathis
Cassidy Mathis

Grant Matthews

Sue Matthews
Amy Donald Mcfarlane

Natasha J. McGee
Diajah’ Mckay

Suzanne Mckinney
Margaret A. Merica

Barry A. Michael
Kristi Miller
Lolita Miller
Randa Miller
Seth Miller

Stacy Mitovich
Jenny Montgomery

Chelsey Moore
Sheronda Freeman-Moore

Brooke Moses
Penny M. Murray

April Suzanne Neas
Roger D. Newton
Pamela D. Norton
Bethany A. Nunley 

Tonya Ochs
Renee Odom

Matthew Oster
Delinda M. Owens

Dawn J. Ownby
Karen Pace

Tracey Pankey
Maggie Panter

Dana Rose Paolucci
Ann Marie Parkinson

Alisha Parks
Lindsey Parrish

Sneh Pravinkumar Patel
Bettina D. Paul
Kimberly Peeples

Rebecca Pendergrass
Christy Leigh Pewitt

Leslie Pewitt 5



Tina M. Piatt
Kristina Pickel
Zachary Polk
Anissa Pratte
Katie Price

Angela McElrath-Prosser
Jaime Bowman Quick

Regina L. Randall 
Jessica Ratliff

Karen Ray
Zachary Reese

Robin E. Ricker
Michael Riddell
Keri Rittenberry
Julia Leos Rivera
Nicholas Roberts
Fatima Robinson

Teresa Coakley Roby
Ashley Ross
April Rowe

Kristen Ruano
Charles Rudd

Brian J. Runion
Jorita Russell

Chelsea Sadler
Natalie Nichols Schachle

Laura Sells
Sheryl M. Shahan

Christopher Shefelton Jr. 
Katina Simmons

Mary Beth Sliger
Chrisvonta D. Smith

Kyle Smith
Laura Smith

Madison Rose Smith
Maryarlene Gregory Smith

Rebecca Smith
Zachary Will Smith

Jennifer T. Soehn

Wendi Stakely
Elizabeth Stanley

Becci Steed
Jaimie Stefko

Rebekah Stephens
Tracee L. Stills
Wyatt Stokes
April Stryker

Dustin Glen Summers
Malaysia Nachelle Talbert

Brooke Michelle Tate
Denise Michelle Tawrosza

Cody Taylor
Hope Taylor

Jocelyn Taylor
Emily Grace Thomason

Janet Thompson
Lillie Tigner

Lagail Timberlake
Sheena Ramsey Tinsley

Sheila Monette Tolbert
Maria M. Torres

Brandy Travis
Jessica Troutt
Tracy Tucker

Parrish Rashad Tuggles
Hannah Turner

Jodi M. Tyler
Leslie Vestal

Phillip D. Vincent
Tom Vinson

Carrie Vitucci
Stephanie Walker

Chase Wallace
Nathan Wallace

Sierra Miracle Washington
April Watson

Erica Lynne Watson
Gregory Ray Watson

Jerval Denise Watson
Leta Watson

Andrew Watts
Amanda Waycaster

Mike Webb
Lindsey Webster
Chasity Wells

Amy West
Jennifer Weston
Cassie Wheeler
Allan R. White

Vernice Lea White
Margaret Whitehead

Nicole Whitlock
Latricia Wickfall

Sheila Diana Wiggins
Sarah Wilburn

Sonja Lorraine Willett
Anterika Williams

Lisa Williams
Tyler Williams

Jennifer Williamson
Michelle Rena Willoughby

Haley Wilson
Lori Wilson

Lenita N. Winfrey
Lucas Winstead

Kathryn Wisinger
Kaytlin Rebecca Wohlpart

Gregory E. Wright
Sheri L. Wright

Victoria A. Wysocki
Gina Yates

Heather Yelverton
Brooke Young
Emily Young 

Kyla Abbott Young
Senait Zemede

Congratulations 
Graduates
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Americans with Disabilities Act Title II 
Web & Mobile Application Accessibility Rule

What? In April 2024, the Department of Justice published a rule updating its regulations 
for Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The rule sets technical requirements for 
state and local governments to follow to make sure that their websites and mobile apps 
are accessible to people with disabilities.

Why? State and local governments provide many of their services, programs, and 
activities through websites and mobile apps. When these websites and mobile apps are 
not accessible, they can create barriers for people with disabilities.

•	 For example, individuals who are blind may use a screen reader to deliver visual 
information on a website or mobile app as speech. A state or local government might 
post an image on its website that provides information to the public. If the website does 
not include text describing the image (sometimes called “alternative text” or “alt text”), 
individuals who are blind and who use screen readers may have no way of knowing 
what is in the image because a screen reader cannot “read” an image.

Guidance & Resources

For a beginner-level introduction to a topic, view Topics
For information about the legal requirements, visit Law, Regulations & Standards

Purpose of this fact sheet: This fact sheet gives a summary of the rule. The summary is designed 
to provide introductory information about the rule’s requirements, particularly for people who may 
not have a legal background. For more information, please read the full rule and the IFR. The 
official version of the rule and the offical version of the IFR are published in the Federal Register.

When? On April 20, 2026, the Federal Register published the Department’s Interim Final 
Rule (IFR) extending the compliance date for State and local government entities with 
a total population of 50,000 or more to April 26, 2027. The compliance date for public 
entities with a total population of less than 50,000, or any special district government, is 
extended to April 26, 2028.

Visit ADA.gov for more information on Title II

https://www.ada.gov/topics/
https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/


The Comptroller’s Office is offering

FREE CPE
16 hours    3 Locations Available     CMFO & CCFO Training Only

Nashville, TN

Knoxville, TN

Previous Topics Included: GASB Update, 
Cybersecurity, Tax Relief, Fraud, Leadership, 

Legislative Updates, and more!

October 28-29, 2026
(In-Person & Virtual Options Available)

November 18-19, 2026
(In-Person & Virtual Options Available)

Jackson, TN
October 22-23, 2026

(Waiting List Only)

Registration Now Open!
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https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/resources/training-opportunities/free-cpe-training-agenda.html
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CPE hours must be 
earned by December 31st

Reminder:

Connect with your
area consultant

ctas.tennessee.edu
mtas.tennessee.edu

Have a question? 
Not sure who to contact? 

Certified Municipal Finance Officer (tn.gov)
Certified County Finance Officer (tn.gov)

https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/training
https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/service-area-maps
https://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/directories/mtas-staff?consultant_type=&office=&municipality=&pageindex=0&pagesize=12
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-county-finance-officer.html
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-municipal-finance-officer.html
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-county-finance-officer.html
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-county-finance-officer.html


ACFE (Association of Certified Fraud Examiners)
http://www.acfe.com/

ACPEN (Accounting CPE Network)
https://www.acpen.com/

AGA (Association of Government Accountants) 
(CGFM)
http://www.agacgfm.org/

AICPA (American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants)
https://www.aicpa-cima.com/cpe-learning

Checkpoint Learning CPEasy
https://checkpointlearning.com/CPESolutions/CPE-
for-CPAs

CTAS
https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/training

GFOA (Government Finance Officers Association)
http://www.gfoa.org/index.php?option=com_con-
tent&task=view&id=28&Itemid=49

MTAS
https://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/training

NASACT (National Association of State Auditors, 
Comptrollers, & Treasurers)
http://nasact.org/

TGA (Tennessee Gas Association)
http://www.tngas.org/

TCMA (Tennessee City Management Association)
http://www.tncma.org/

TGFOA (Tennessee Government Finance Officers 
Association)
https://tgfoa.org/

TSCPA (Tennessee Society of Certified Public 
Accountants)
http://www.tscpa.com

TVPPA (Tennessee Valley Public Power Association, 
Inc.)
http://www.tvppa.com

Tyler Technologies
http://www.tylertech.com/

Western CPE
http://www.westerncpe.com/

CPE Provider Training Classes and Conferences
(The following list is not a preapproval or endorsement of the provider organizations. For any 

questions regarding online CPE courses, please refer to the CMFO Policies and Procedures Manual.)

Upcoming Training Opportunities
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https://www.acfe.com/
http://www.agacgfm.org/
http://www.gfoa.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid=49
http://www.gfoa.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid=49
http://nasact.org/
http://www.tngas.org/
http://www.tncma.org/
http://www.tngfoa.org 
http://www.tscpa.com
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