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Municipal Crosswalk Update:
Introducing TAG

Justin Garcia
Contract Audit Review Specialist

Division of  Local Government Audit

Disclaimer

The opinions expressed during this presentation are my own. They do not 
necessarily represent the views of  the Tennessee Comptroller of  the 

Treasury, his representatives, or the Tennessee Division of  
Local Government Audit. 

Updated Municipal Crosswalk

The new features are 
OPTIONAL not required.  
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Overview of  New Features

Overview of  New Features
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Overview of  New Features

PRIOR YEAR CROSSWALK and
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FILE are 

unchanged from prior year.

Overview of  New Features

New Import Option

Overview of  New Features
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New Import Option

Who this is for:

Who this is NOT for:

Entities that utilize the Municipal Uniform Chart of Accounts to 
convert their data into the consolidated format required for 
submission. 

Entities that create their own chart of accounts to maintain their 
accounting records

New Import Option

New Import Option
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New Import Option

Step 1 ) Copy your Fund, Account, Object Codes, and Financial Information 
into the orange section. 

Step 2 ) Use the red ‘Crosswalk Trial Balance’ button on the right. Let it 
process fully before clicking again.
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Step 3 ) Compare the results in the blue section to your original data for 
accuracy.

Step 4 ) Use the ‘Chart of Account Lookup’ tool to find additional 
suggestions and update the orange section, as needed and rerun.

Step 4 ) Use the ‘Chart of Account Lookup’ tool to find additional 
suggestions and update the orange section, as needed and rerun.
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Step 5 ) Use the ‘Import Results’ button to import your results to the 
Municipality Funds tab.

Municipality Fund Tab

Municipality Fund Tab
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Chart of  Account Lookup

Chart of  Account Lookup

How to use:

1. Input a brief  description of  your 
fund, account, or object code.

2. Select the appropriate 
classification for your description.

3. Press ‘Search’ to review the 
suggestions ranked by similarity.

Overview of  New Features
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Most Common Reasons for Revision

1. The Municipality and Contact Information 
section is incomplete.

No, items to address: 1
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Most Common Reasons for Revision

1. The Municipality and Contact Information 
section is incomplete.

2. The number of full-time and part-time 
employees for the municipality was not 
provided.
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Most Common Reasons for Revision

1. The Municipality and Contact Information 
section is incomplete.

2. The number of full-time and part-time 
employees for the municipality was not 
provided.

3. The Balance Check column indicates that one or 
more of the funds reported do not balance.

No, items to address: 3
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Most Common Reasons for Revision
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Most Common Reasons for Revision

1. The Municipality and Contact Information 
section is incomplete.

2. The number of full-time and part-time 
employees for the municipality was not 
provided.

3. The Balance Check column indicates that one or 
more of the funds reported do not balance.

4. Instances were noted of an account description 
or object description of ‘N/A.’

5. Instances were noted where an amount was 
entered but the account and/or object 
descriptions were blank.

No, items to address: 5
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Most Common Reasons for Revision

No, items to address: 5

“Greenlight” for Submission

Yes, ready to submit.

Ready for submission!
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• The new features are OPTIONAL, not required.

• The “Import” function is for those entities that utilize the 
Municipal Uniform Chart of  Accounts. 

• Get the “greenlight” before submission. 

Key Takeaways

Introducing TAG

The purpose of  TAG is 
to increase transparency 
and provide a gateway 

for users
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Effective Financial Reporting 
Understandability
Reliability
Relevance
Timeliness
Consistency
Comparability
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General Government

AmountExpense Line
$5,400City Recorder

$12,954Fire Administration

$49,913Other General Government Services

$2,544Parks

$61,456Total General Government

Practical Uses for TAG
• Benchmark annual revenues and 

expenditures with peer cities

• Communicate financial information 
more clearly to citizens

• Track trends and monitor financial 
health year to year

Budget Development and Planning

• Use historical TAG data to forecast future 
revenues/expenditures

• Benchmark against similar-sized 
municipalities

• Strengthen budget presentations to councils 
and boards
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Transparency & Engagement
• Share TAG visuals in council meetings and 

newsletters

• Provide citizens with easy access to financial 
data

• Educate community members on how 
public dollars are spent

Year-to-Year Trends
• Reliable year-over-year comparisons across 

funds and entities

• Identify shifts in revenues and expenditures

• Useful not only for finance officers, but also 
for elected officials and staff  who need an 
accessible overview

TAG: Making Government Work Better

• Anchored in audited, reliable data

• Supports comparability and trend analysis

• Increases transparency for boards, staff, and 
citizens

• Empowers municipal officials with a 
statewide perspective
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The Future of  TAG

Data Enthusiasts Rejoice!

TAG
You’re it!
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Tim Hardy, CPA, CGFM, CFE

Senior Contract Audit Review Specialist

Division of  Local Government Audit

615-401-3039

Timothy.Hardy@cot.tn.gov

Contact Information

Justin Garcia

Contract Audit Review Specialist

Division of  Local Government Audit

615-401-7810

Justin.Garcia@cot.tn.gov

Link 
to 

TAG
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